
Background: Turkey, officially the Republic of Türkiye, is a country mainly 

located in Anatolia in West Asia, with a relatively small part called East 

Thrace in Southeast Europe. It borders the Black Sea to the 

north; Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Iran to the east; Iraq, Syria, and 

the Mediterranean Sea to the south; and the Aegean Sea, Greece, and Bulgaria to the 

west. Turkey is home to over 85 million people; most are ethnic Turks, while 

ethnic Kurds are the largest ethnic minority.[5] Officially a secular state, Turkey 

has a Muslim-majority population. Ankara is Turkey's capital and second-largest 

city. Istanbul is its largest city and economic center. Other major cities 

include İzmir, Bursa, and Antalya. 

First inhabited by modern humans during the Late Paleolithic,[13] present-day 

Turkey was home to various ancient peoples. The Hattians were assimilated by 

the Hittites and other Anatolian peoples. Classical Anatolia transitioned into 

cultural Hellenization after Alexander the Great's conquests, and 

later Romanization during the Roman and Byzantine eras. The Seljuk Turks began 

migrating into Anatolia in the 11th century, starting the Turkification process. The 

Seljuk Sultanate of Rum ruled Anatolia until the Mongol invasion in 1243, when it 

disintegrated into Turkish principalities. Beginning in 1299, the Ottomans united 

the principalities and expanded. Mehmed II conquered Constantinople (modern-day 

Istanbul) in 1453. During the reigns of Selim I and Suleiman the Magnificent, the 

Ottoman Empire became a global power.  

From 1789 onwards, the empire saw major changes, reforms, centralization, 

and rising nationalism while its territory declined. The Ottoman entry into World 

War I was followed by defeat and partitioning. The end of the Ottoman Empire was 

accompanied by mass displacement and large-scale loss of human 

life.[c] The Turkish War of Independence resulted in the abolition of the 

sultanate and the signing of the Treaty of Lausanne. Turkey emerged as a more 

homogenous nation state. The Republic was proclaimed on 29 October 1923, 

modelled on the reforms initiated by the country's first president, Mustafa Kemal 

Atatürk. Turkey remained neutral during most of World War II, but was involved in 

the Korean War. Several military interventions interfered with the transition to a 

multi-party system. 

Turkey is an upper-middle-income and emerging country; its economy is the 

world's 17th-largest by nominal and 12th-largest by PPP-adjusted GDP. It is 

a unitary presidential republic. Turkey is a founding member of the OECD, G20, 

and Organization of Turkic States. With a geopolitically significant location, Turkey 
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is an emerging power[28] and an early member of NATO. An EU candidate, Turkey 

is part of the EU Customs Union, CoE, OIC, 

and TURKSOY. 

Turkey has coastal plains, a high central plateau, and 

various mountain ranges; its climate is temperate 

with harsher conditions in the interior. Home to 

three biodiversity hotspots, Turkey is prone 

to frequent earthquakes and is highly vulnerable to 

climate change. Turkey has a universal healthcare 

system, growing access to education, and increasing 

levels of innovativeness.[31] It is a leading TV 

content exporter. With numerous UNESCO World 

Heritage sites and intangible cultural heritage inscriptions, 

and a rich and diverse cuisine, Turkey is the fifth most visited 

country in the world. 

Basic Facts 

Population 85.33 million (2023) 

Area 783,562 km2 

currency tr lir 

GDP - per capita (PPP) $3.457 trillion 

Export Volume 254,170 US million Dollar 

Import Volume 363.71 US Million Dollar 

Export to OIC Member States  

Import from OIC Member States  
 

 

Economy Overview: Turkey is an upper-middle-income country and an emerging 

market A founding member of the OECD and G20, it is the 17th-largest economy 

by nominal and the 12th-largest economy by PPP-adjusted GDP in the world. It is 

classified among newly industrialized countries. Services account for the majority 

of GDP, whereas industry accounts for more than 30%. Agriculture contributes 

about 7%. According to IMF estimates, Turkey's GDP per capita by PPP is $40,283 

in 2024, while its nominal GDP per capita is $15,666. Foreign direct investment in 

Turkey peaked at $22.05 billion in 2007 and dropped to $13.09 billion in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emerging_power
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emerging_power
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accession_of_Turkey_to_the_European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union_Customs_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization_of_Islamic_Cooperation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Organization_of_Turkic_Culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity_hotspot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_earthquakes_in_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_care_in_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_care_in_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Innovation_Index
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey#cite_note-34
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_television_drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_television_drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_World_Heritage_Sites_in_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_World_Heritage_Sites_in_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intangible_cultural_heritage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_cuisine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Tourism_rankings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Tourism_rankings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/.tr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_national_income
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emerging_market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emerging_market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OECD
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G20
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(PPP)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purchasing_power_parity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newly_industrialized_countries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertiary_sector_of_the_economy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Monetary_Fund
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_direct_investment


2022. Potential growth is weakened by long-lasting structural and macro obstacles, 

such as slow rates of productivity growth and high inflation.  

Turkey has a diversified economy; main industries include automobiles, electronics, 

textiles, construction, steel, mining, and food processing. It is a major agricultural 

producer. Turkey ranks 8th in crude steel production, and 13th in motor vehicle 

production, ship building (by tonnage), and annual industrial robot installation in the 

world. Turkish automative companies include TEMSA, Otokar, BMC and Togg. 

Togg is the first all-electric vehicle company of Turkey. Arçelik, Vestel, 

and Beko are major manufacturers of consumer electronics. Arçelik is one of the 

largest producers of household goods in the world. In 2022, Turkey ranked second 

in the world in terms of the number of international contractors in the top 250 list. It 

is also the fifth largest in the world in terms of textile exports. Turkish Airlines is 

one of the largest airlines in the world. 

Gulf of Antalya in Turkish Riviera. Antalya is the fourth most visited city in the 

world.  

Between 2007 and 2021, the share of population below the PPP-$6.85 per 

day international poverty threshold declined from 20% to 7.6%. In 2023, 13.9% of 

the population was below the national at-risk-of-poverty rate.] In 2021, 34% of the 

population were at risk of poverty or social exclusion, 

using Eurostat definition. Unemployment in Turkey was 10.4% in 2022. In 2021, it 

was estimated that 47% of total disposable income was received by the top 20% of 

income earners, while the lowest 20% received only 6%. 

Tourism accounts for about 8% of Turkey's GDP. In 2022, Turkey ranked fifth in 

the world in the number of international tourist arrivals with 50.5 million foreign 

tourists. Turkey has 21 UNESCO World Heritage Sites and 84 World Heritage Sites 

in tentative list. Turkey is home to 519 Blue Flag beaches, third most in the 

world. According to Euromonitor International report, Istanbul is the most visited 

city in the world, with more than 20.2 million foreign visitors in 2023. Antalya has 

surpassed Paris and New York to become the fourth most visited city in the world, 

with more than 16.5 million foreign visitors. 
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