Country Profile:

People's Republic of Bangladesh

Location: Southern Asia, bordering the Bay of

X BHUTAN
Bengal, between Burma and India NEPAL

Geographic coordinates: Y¢ «+ N, 4+ ++ E
Map references: Asia

Area: total: Y¢V<39A sq km land: YV +<)1A sq km
water: YY¢«AY sq km

Terrain: mostly flat alluvial plain; hilly in
southeast

Elevation extremes: lowest point: Indian Ocean
« m highest point: Keokradong Y¢<YY+ m

Land boundaries: total: £<Y¢1 km border
countries: Burma Y4Y km, India ¢<+°Y km
Coastline: °A+ km

Maritime claims: territorial sea: 'Y nm
contiguous zone: YA nm exclusive economic zone:
Y «+ nm continental shelf: up to the outer limits of SURMA
the continental margin ‘
Geography - note: most of the country is situated on deltas of large rivers flowing from the
Himalayas: the Ganges unites with the Jamuna (main channel of the Brahmaputra) and later
joins the Meghna to eventually empty into the Bay of Bengal’

INDIA

' - http://www.economywatch.com/economic-statistics/Bangladesh/Geography/



Bangladesh at a Glance

Capital: Dhaka

Official language: Bengali

Other language: English

Population: (Y+)Yestimate) Yo e+ ¥acenn

Government: Parliamentary Democracy

Independence from Pakistan: Y1 March Yav)
National or Regional Currency: Taka(BDT)

Total: Y £V¢39A sq km
Area: Land: YY+a)1A sg km
Water: ) Y¢AY+ sq km

Background: The huge delta region formed at the confluence of the Ganges and Brahmaputra
River systems - now referred to as Bangladesh - was a loosely incorporated outpost of various
empires centered on the Gangetic plain for much of the first millennium A.D. Muslim
conversions and settlement in the region began in the ) +th century, primarily from Arab and
Persian traders and preachers. Europeans established trading posts in the area in the )1th
century. Eventually the area known as Bengal, primarily Hindu in the western section and
mostly Muslim in the eastern half, became part of British India. Partition in Y3¢V resulted in
an eastern wing of Pakistan in the Muslim-majority area, which became East Pakistan. Calls
for greater autonomy and animosity between the eastern and western wings of Pakistan led
to a Bengali independence movement. That movement, led by the Awami League (AL) and
supported by India, won the independence war for Bangladesh in Y4V},

The post-independence AL government faced daunting challenges and in YiYe was
overthrown by the military, triggering a series of military coups that resulted in a military-
backed government and subsequent creation of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) in
VAYA, That government also ended in a coup in Y3A), followed by military-backed rule until
democratic elections occurred in Y44Y. The BNP and AL alternated in power between 3%
and Y)Y, with the exception of a military-backed, emergency caretaker regime that
suspended parliamentary elections planned for January Y+ 'V in an effort to reform the
political system and root out corruption. That government returned the country to fully
democratic rule in December Y+ +A with the election of the AL and Prime Minister Sheikh
HASINA. In January Y )¢, the incumbent AL won the national election by an overwhelming
majority after the BNP boycotted, extending HASINA's term as prime minister. With the help
of international development assistance, Bangladesh has reduced the poverty rate from over
half of the population to less than a third, achieved Millennium Development Goals for
maternal and child health, and made great progress in food security since independence. The
economy has grown at an annual average of about 17 over the last two decades and the
country reached World Bank lower-middle income status in Y+,



Government

Literacy

conventional long form: People's Republic of Bangladesh
former: East Pakistan

parliamentary democracy

Dhaka

1 divisions; Barisal, Chittagong, Dhaka, Khulna, Rajshahi, and Sylhet

¢ November YAVY, effective Y1 December Y4VY, suspended following
coup of Y¢ March YAAY, restored )+ November Y4A1 amended many
times

based on English common law

President Abdul HAMID (since Y ¢ April Y+ YY); note - Abdul HAMID served
as acting president following the death of Zillur RAHMAN in March Y+ Y;
HAMID was subsequently indirectly elected by the National Parliament
and sworn in Y¢ April Yoy
head of government: Prime Minister Sheikh HASINA (since 1 January
Yoo °k)

cabinet: Cabinet selected by the prime minister, appointed by the
president

elections/appointments: president indirectly elected by the National
Parliament for a ©-year term (eligible for a second term); election last held
on YY April Y)Y (next to be held by Y+)A); the president appoints as
prime minister the majority party leader in the National Parliament

Legislative branch: description: unicameral House of the Nation or Jatiya
Sangsad (Y°+ seats; Y+ * members in single-seat territorial constituencies
directly elected by simple majority popular vote; ¢+ members - reserved
for women only - indirectly elected by the elected members by
proportional representation vote using the single transferable vote
method; all members serve ¢-year terms)

highest court(s): Supreme Court of Bangladesh (organized into the
Appellate Division with V justices and the High Court Division with 21
justices)

judge selection and term of office: chief justice and justices appointed by
the president; justices serve until retirement at age 1Y

Literacy: definition: age ) © and over can read and write

total population: VY, A

male: Vo,V

female: 19,97 (Y+ )1 est))




Economy - overview: Bangladesh's economy has grown roughly 17 per year since 441
despite prolonged periods of political instability, poor infrastructure, endemic corruption,
insufficient power supplies, and slow implementation of economic reforms. Although more
than half of GDP is generated through the services sector, almost half of Bangladeshis are
employed in the agriculture sector, with rice as the single-most-important product.

Garment exports, the backbone of Bangladesh's industrial sector, accounted for more than
A+ 7. of total exports and surpassed $Y @ billion in Y+ )1, The sector continues to grow, despite
a series of high-profile factory accidents that have killed more than Y¢+++ workers and
crippling strikes, including a nationwide transportation blockade orchestrated by the political
opposition during the first several months of Y:)°, Steady export growth in the garment
sector combined with remittances from overseas Bangladeshis - which totaled about $'°
billion and A% of GDP in Y+)¢ - are key contributors to Bangladesh's sustained economic
growth and rising foreign exchange reserves.
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Bangladesh GDP

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Bangladesh was worth Y £43,YY billion US dollarsin Y+«V.
The GDP value of Bangladesh represents +,&¢+ percent of the world economy. GDP in
Bangladesh averaged £4,Y) USD Billion from Y37« until Y+V, reaching an all the time high of
Y£4,YY USD Billionin Y+YVY and a record low of £,Y+ USD Billionin Y47+,
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Bangladesh GDP Annual Growth Rate
The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Bangladesh expanded V,Y+ percent in Y+«V from the
previous year. GDP Annual Growth Rate in Bangladesh averaged ©,V1 percent from Y44 ¢ until
Y+ VY, reaching an all the time high of V.Y percentin Y+VY and a record low of ¢,+A percent
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The Gross Domestic Product per capita in Bangladesh was last recorded at Y +4Y,+2 US dollars
in Y+YY. The GDP per Capita in Bangladesh is equivalent to 4 percent of the world's average.
GDP per capita in Bangladesh averaged £€V,1Y USD from Y47+ until Y+ VY, reaching an all time
high of Y +4Y,»2 USDin Y+YY and a record low of Y V,Y+ USD in YaVY,
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Bangladesh GDP per capita PPP

The Gross Domestic Product per capita in Bangladesh was last recorded at Yo YY,4A US dollars
in Y+)V, when adjusted by purchasing power parity (PPP). The GDP per Capita, in Bangladesh,
when adjusted by Purchasing Power Parity is equivalent to Y+ percent of the world's average.
GDP per capita PPP in Bangladesh averaged Y« ¢+,7A USD from Y44+ until Y+V, reaching an
all time high of YeYY,4A USD in Y+ VY and a record low of YYAY 4+ USD in Y44+,
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Foreign Trade Evaluation
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Bangladesh Balance of Trade

Bangladesh recorded a trade deficit of Y¢V,)+ BDT Billion in November of Y+ YA, Balance of
Trade in Bangladesh averaged -YVY,1Y BDT Billion from Y4Y%1 until Y+*)A, reaching an all time
high of + BDT Billion in April of Y4YY and a record low of -Y+2,A+ BDT Billion in May of Y+ YA,
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Bangladesh Current Account

Bangladesh recorded a Current Account deficit of YYe¢ USD Million in the third quarter of
Y« YA, Current Account in Bangladesh averaged Y¢©,+4 USD Million from Y+ +© until Y*A,
reaching an all the time high of YAeY USD Million in the third quarter of Y+Y° and a record
low of -Y4A3 USD Million in the fourth quarter of Y+« V.
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Bangladesh Current Account to GDP
Bangladesh recorded a Current Account deficit of Y, « percent of the country's Gross Domestic
Product in Y+YA, Current Account to GDP in Bangladesh averaged -+,%7 percent from )9A.
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until Y+YA, reaching an all the time high of ¥,V + percentin Y+)+ and a record low of -£,¢-
percent in Y AAA,
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Bangladesh Exports

Exports in Bangladesh decreased to YYV,+V BDT Billion in November from YeY,Y« BDT Billion
in October of Y+ YA, Exports in Bangladesh averaged ¢2,VY BDT Billion from YAYY until Y+ YA,
reaching an all the time high of Y1e BDT Billion in July of Y+ YA and a record low of +,*¢ BDT

Billion in February of Y4VY,
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Bangladesh Imports

Imports in Bangladesh decreased to YV £,)Y BDT Billion in November from ¢Y1,YY BDT Billion
in October of Y+ YA Imports in Bangladesh averaged YV,AY BDT Billion from Y3V until Y+ YA,
reaching an all the time high of £€2Y,YY BDT Billion in May of Y+)YA and a record low of +,°Y
BDT Billion in November of Y3V1,
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Bangladesh - Foreign direct investment

Foreign direct investment, net outflows (BoP, current USS)

The latest value for Foreign direct investment, net outflows (BoP, current US$) in Bangladesh
was $¢+¢£€0d v asof Y11, Over the past Y1 years, the value for this indicator has fluctuated
between $0 ¢ TAYTA v« in Yo Y and $09¢47¢ jn Y444,

Foreign direct investment, net outflows (% of GDP)

Foreign direct investment, net outflows (% of GDP) in Bangladesh was +,+YA as of Y+)1. Its

highest value over the past Y1 years was +,¥12 in Y)Y, while its lowest value was +,+++ in
Y4449

Foreign direct investment, net (BoP, current USS)

The latest value for Foreign direct investment, net (BoP, current US$) in Bangladesh was
($)ATVAY Y v ) asof Y+ )1, Over the past €+ years, the value for this indicator has fluctuated
between $2oY¢Y14 in YA and ($Y<VYYcYo v v a)jn Yo Yo,

Foreign direct investment, net inflows (BoP, current USS)

The latest value for Foreign direct investment, net inflows (BoP, current US$) in Bangladesh
was $)¢dAYTIAce v v gs of Y+, Over the past ¢¢ years, the value for this indicator has
fluctuated between $YAYYN oY v in YeYoand ($Ace ) ver v 0)in YAVA,

Foreign direct investment, net inflows (% of GDP)

Foreign direct investment, net inflows (% of GDP) in Bangladesh was +,A% as of Y+ V1, Its

highest value over the past ¢ years was Y,V¢ in Y+\Y, while its lowest value was -+,+° in
Yava,
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FCIEN & ARFT GF 5 FI57 9T ISy
The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce & Industry

The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI)
1+, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Tel: AM-v¥-80% 01 L Y.F Q0T EAY
Fax: AA-«Y-407VaY)
E-mail: fbcci@bol-online.com.
URL: www.fbcci-bd.org



